Sorting by Highlighting
Tim has a list of items in a Word document. Each item is in its own paragraph (Enter at the end) and not in a table. Some of the items (paragraphs) have highlighting applied to them. Tim wonders if there is a way to sort the paragraphs so that the highlighted paragraphs are together. In other words, he needs to sort by highlight as the primary sort key.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word can sort by many things, but sorting by highlighting is not one of those things. However, Find & Replace can search for highlighting. One method would be to use Find & Replace to prefix each highlighted paragraph with a unique keyword, run Find & Replace again to prefix non-highlighted paragraphs with another keyword, then sort the document using the first word as the first key so that the highlighted paragraphs are together. Afterwards run Find & Replace to remove the two special keywords. Obviously, this method is tricky to set up and requires several steps.
Another approach is to simply sort all the paragraphs, without regard to the highlighting. Once that is done, you can use a macro to move highlighted paragraphs to the start of the document. The highlighted paragraphs will appear in the sorted order they were in the document.
Sub MoveHighlightedParas()
    Dim paraMax As Long
    Dim paraStart As Long
    Dim j As Long
    Dim r As Range

    With ActiveDocument
        paraMax = .Paragraphs.Count
        paraStart = 0
        j = paraMax
        Do While j > paraStart
            If .Paragraphs(j).Range.HighlightColorIndex <> wdNoHighlight Then
                .Paragraphs(j).Range.Cut
                Set r = .Content
                r.Collapse
                r.Paste
                paraStart = paraStart + 1
            Else
                j = j - 1
            End If
        Loop
    End With
End Sub

